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India to the world. If accepted by the world, he felt sure it
would remove exploitation and causes of wars from inter-
national relations.

The conception of trusteeship seems to be implicit in the
communist ideal also. In the classless society, when violence
and profit-motive are eliminated, those in charge of productive
and other activities of society will not be salaried civil servants,
for the State itself will wither away. They will need for their
upkeep some money or its equivalent and unless, in the manage-
ment of activities entrusted to their charge, they are inspired
by the ideal of selfless service and act as trustees, the very
existence of the classless and Stateless society will be endan-
gered.47

Gandhiji's critics also cavil at the ideal of poverty which is
inconsistent with the materialistic outlook of capitalism and
Marxism. But the vow of non-possession, it should be remem-
bered, is the ideal of voluntary poverty, the poverty of divine
meekness that is capable of inheriting the earth, the poverty
that enriches, ennobles and elevates. It is not the involuntary,
demoralizing poverty of destitution, the poverty of despair and
inertia.48 Gandhiji does not preach voluntary poverty to a people
suffering from involuntary poverty. He realizes that the mate-
rial condition of the Indian masses stands far below the economic
minimum indispensable for morally efficient life. "They have
never known the pain of plenty to appreciate the happiness
of voluntary suffering, hunger or other bodily -discomfort."49
The economic ruin and exploitation of the country under the
British Government was one of the important causes of his
determined hostility to it. According to him, "the economic
constitution of India, and for the matter of that the world,
should be such that no one under it should suffer from want
of food and clothing. In other words everybody should be able
to get sufficient work to enable him to make the two ends meet.
And this ideal can be universally realized only if the means of
production of elementary necessaries of life remain in the

47 Gandhivad: Samqjvad (Hindi), edited by Kaka Kalelkar, pp. 52-58.
48 Vinoba distinguishes clearly between the two kinds of poverty in a
speech published in Harijan, May 16, 1936.
49 Mahatma Gandhi, The Wheel of Fortune (1922), pp. 75-76.